
Pine Grove Elementary School PTA 
PTA Meeting 

Tuesday November 15, 2022 
Meeting Notes 

 
Meeting held in person (school library) and virtually via google meet 
Call to Order – 6:32 pm by President Jennifer Keiber 
 
Attendees:  
Jennifer Keiber, Hillary Martell, Cari Santiago, Katie Adams, Katie Norton, 

Laura Frederick, Erica Reinhardt, Jessica Dolon, Brian McCartin, Kelly Clute, Katie 
Meninger,  Kim Warner, Jessica Appel, Cassie Fick, Theresa Alexander, Kaite Kowal, 

Erin McKenna, Christopher Jacobs, Elizabeth Jacobs, Vicki Pitman, Liz Hall, Morgan 

Kelley, Erin Coolahan, Kim McCray, Dave Wiseman (Bold names include PTA Board 

Members) 

Staff Attendees: Principal Lewis, Assistant Principal Markle, Lauren Demonbrun 

Welcome/Introductions:  President Jen Keiber welcomed the group to the meeting 

noting again the huge turnout despite the rainy and cold weather for the evening.  
Thank you to those who came early to meet with individual committees to start planning 

for the year. 

Board members and staff attending the meeting were introduced. 

Motion to approve the meeting minutes from the PTA General Meeting held on October 

17, 2022 where the committee updates, Fun Run, and Reading incentives were 

discussed was in agreement for approval by Morgan Kelley and second by Katie Kowal. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  Hillary updated that there was not much outgoing spending 

over the past month.  Most outgoing funds went towards the Fun Run, the deposit for 

the yearbook ($2500), and for 4th and 2nd Grade field trips. 

There is a balance of $11,000.  Our fundraising efforts totaled near $14,000 which will 

fully meet the needs of our 2022-2023 year budget.   

The fall fundraiser is officially closed (99 pledges site will no longer accept donations); 

however, memberhub is always available to accept donations. 

 

Principal's Report:   Principal Lewis shared that the school will no longer be sending 

out COVID-19 community notices.  BCPS as a whole is discontinuing these notices 

county wide.  Please note that absences are up due to illness (cold, flu, cough).  Be 

mindful of healthy habits like washing hands frequently to help curb this up tick. 



The school phone number has changed.  The new number is 443-809-5267.  Please do 

not use the 410 number as that will no longer be in service. 

Please refer to the most recent Panda Press, sent by Principal Lewis on November 10th.  

The latest lunch information is detailed in this newsletter to include tracking student 
lunch accounts, making restrictions on lunch choices, and applying payments. 

Important upcoming dates: 

November 21st- Elementary School Conference Day, schools closed 

November 22nd- School is closed for Pre-K students only 

November 22nd- Chat and Chew with the new school social worker. 

  The school social worker will now be a permanent position to PGE 2 ½            

days per week.  At this event, parents will find out what the school social 
worker can offer the school and our children. Typically, school social 

workers can provide resources to families, support students with 

social/emotional goals or needs, and provide parent support. 

December 2nd- 3rd grade COGAT testing 

December 6th- Family literacy night and book fair 

Mrs. Linton will be taking a 2 year child rearing leave.  Mrs. Homa will be the long term 

substitute. 

Teacher’s Update:  Ms D. shared her thanks to the PTA and the volunteers for all they 

have done this year to date.  Teachers and students loved the FUN Run. It was a huge 

success.  Teachers are glad American Education Week is back in person and looking 

forward to inviting families back into the classroom. 

Ms. Bittner, member of the STEAM committee is looking for the PTA to support their 

family night happening in March (3/14) to coincide with a Pi theme.  They are thinking a 

food truck to serve “pizza pie”. 

Student Support Network:  Cari Santiago shared the school is receiving 50 turkeys 

and harvest bundles to families in need of meals for the upcoming holiday.  So far 24 

families have reached out for support.  Turkeys will be delivered on 11/22 between 8-12.  

We are in need of volunteers to receive the delivery.  We have procured 8 coolers to help 

keep the turkeys frozen until pick up.  Pick up time will likely be between 3:30 and 5;30 

outside of the school building. 

 

Committee Introduction/Overview 

      Reading Incentive/Bookmark: Amanda McNeeley sent in a note that stated that 

262 students completed the October bookmark and received a globe stress ball.  She 



again thanks the volunteers on this committee for their support. Ms. Cockey will make 

announcements about the reading program to promote healthy reading habits.  

Facebook posts will be sent to remind students to complete and turn in their bookmarks 

at the end of each month. 

     Family Events:  Erica Reinhardt shared that the “Light up the Night” dance for 

intermediate students is scheduled for this Friday, November 18th from 6:30-8pm.  

There will be a DJ, with the use of Mr. Pugh’s equipment and parent volunteer saving 

the PTA roughly $900!  Tickets are $7 for students and Free for adults; however, please 

note that adults need to “purchase” a ticket as well.  At last count, 52 kids and 53 adults 

have secured their tickets already.  Concessions of both food and non-food items along 

with a selfie booth will be available.   

Primary grades (Pre-K-2) “Light up the Night” dance is scheduled for January 13th from 

6-7:30. 

     Student Appreciation:  Jessica Appel shared that the committee has secured a 

school-wide assembly on December 5th.  It is a winter themed laser light show.  After 

the New Year, look for more information about potential student assemblies including 

Charm City Players, Reptile Guy, and the Catonsville Steel Drum Band. 

     Spiritwear:  Katie Kowal shared that the late fall/winter sale is up and running.  20 
shirts have already been ordered (need 28 to print). 

     Teacher/staff appreciation:  Liz H. shared that there is a table set up during 

American Education Week with small items to purchase for students and staff.  Items 

include smencils, sharpies, dry erase markers, stickers, and chalk. 

On November 23rd, staff will be treated to a pie morning starting at 8am.   

The committee is looking into setting up a kindness cart with treats to be distributed to 

teachers.  At this time the committee would like to stock the cart through donations.  
Hillary M. felt there was room in the budget for some small food/drink options for this 

project.  The cart would need to fulfill around 75 staff members that may be present in 

the building during the school day.   

     Advocacy:  Morgan K. shared that she reached out about the needed fence around 

the Kindergarten playground and that this is in fact a buildings operation issue.  

Principal Lewis shared that she too has followed up about this with Mr. Robert.  She will 

continue to look into what needs to be done to have this project completed. 

Principal Lewis shared earlier in the meeting about the processes for updating and 

checking lunch accounts. 

Morgan will make contact with the Special Education team to see what needs or 

concerns they may have and how can the PTA support this team. 

Katie N. shared her thanks to Principal Lewis for looking into the lunch account issues. 



     Yearbook- Katie Adams shared that the committee is working with Ms. Fitzgerald 

on a 5th grade cover design.  Members of the committee will continue to be in the 

building to take pictures for various events that are happening. 

     Fundraising:  Katie N. shared that with the Fall Fundraiser brought in $12,500 and 
the Spare Change Challenge brought in around $2,000. 

Thank you to the Parkville Lanes Bowling Alley for a great family night and sponsorship.  

Sponsorship banner to be created December 15th.  Please continue to try to get business 

sponsorships from local community members.  Business sponsorships will get great 

press through our emails, facebook posts, yearbook, and banner. 

Communications Report: Katie N. reports that an official PGE PTA has been 

created.  Please send any additions needed for the newsletter to Katie N. 

Unfinished Business/President’s Report:  Volunteer training is needed to go on 

field trips or volunteer at school events.  Follow the steps from the BCPS website to fill 

out an application, complete the short video, and take again a short quiz.  Both the 

application and the certificate of completion of the video need to be returned to the 

school office.  The process must be completed every school calendar year. The system 

resets July 1 every year.  This is a county mandate. 

 

New Business:  PTA has tables set up for American Education Week.  One table has 

light refreshments.  The second table has items to purchase for students and staff.  Items 

include school supplies, pencils, markers, stickers, and chalk.  Memberships may also be 

purchased at this time.  We are accepting donations as well. 

Principal Lewis and Assistant Principal Markle are hosting 5th grade lunch bunches by 

invitation only.  This is in effort to promote positive behavior amongst the 5th grade 

students. Positive phone calls to parents are also being made by the administration. 

 

Open Discussion: 

Q: Is there a way to entice more teacher presence at the PTA meetings? 

     A: Principal Lewis sends out the dates in her weekly updates for teachers.  Mrs. D 

shared that she has open communication with staff and relays their needs/praises with 

us at the PTA meetings.  A virtual option is being made available to teachers who find it 

difficult to return to school in the evening hours.  A suggestion was made to include a 
student ambassador at the meetings, possibly someone on the Pine Times to report 

information that is discussed at the meetings. 

Q: Is there a connection between parent and school if a parent is wanting to attend a 

school board meeting? 



 A: School board meetings are held at Greenwood.  You must sign up if you want 

to speak at the meeting.  Meetings are open to the public.  There are also advisory 

councils available if parents are interested in joining one of these groups. 

 

Meeting Adjourned – 7:32 pm meeting adjourned.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Katie Adams 

Recording Secretary 


