
Pine Grove Elementary School PTA 
PTA Meeting 

Thursday, January 19, 2023 
Meeting Notes 

 
Meeting held in person (school library) and virtually via google meet 
Call to Order – 6:31 pm by Communications Board Member  
 
Attendees:  
Jennifer Keiber (virtually), Hillary Martell, Cari Santiago, Katie Adams, 

Katie Norton, Laura Frederick (virtually), Jessica Dolon, Kelly Clute, Katie Meninger, 
Jessica Appel, Cassie Fick, Amy & Robert Bennett, Kim McCray, Katie Kowal, Hope 

Hawks, Kelly Brittingham, Katie Quinn, Candice Matthews (virtually) (Bold names 

include PTA Board Members) 

Staff Attendees: Principal Lewis, Lauren Demonbrun, Ashley Rankin (virtually) 

Welcome/Introductions:  Katie Norton welcomed the group to the meeting noting 

again the huge turnout despite the rainy and cold weather for the evening.  Thank you to 

those who came early to meet with individual committees to start planning for the year. 

Board members and staff attending the meeting were introduced. 

Motion to approve the meeting minutes from the PTA General Meeting held on 

December 15, 2022 was in agreement for approval by Kim McCray and second by Katie 

Kowal. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  Hillary updated that expenses for the Fall Fund class prizes, 2nd 

grade field trip totaled close to $2,300. 

Expenditures include Newspaper printing, I-Time, and Yearbook.  

There is a working budget of $18,071. 

Possible teacher supplements will be increased to $50 from $25. 

 

Principal's Report:   Principal Lewis shared that the school will be sending out 

COVID-19 community notices when there is a classroom outbreak of three or more 

students in the same class. These notices are determined by the Department of Health 
Services within Baltimore County Public Schools. Please note that absences are up due 

to illness (cold, flu, cough).  Be mindful of healthy habits like washing hands frequently 

to help curb this up tick. 

Hearing and Vision screening just wrapped up. 

WETA testing for ESOL students will begin.  



Teacher’s Update:  Ms D. shared her thanks to the PTA and the volunteers for the 

school dance. Teachers will be thrilled about the $50 materials incentive. Teachers also 

are loving the Kindness Cart. 

Student Support Network:  Cari Santiago shared the winter food/non-perishable 
distribution supported 24 PGE families.  Included in the bags were food, perishables, 

non-perishables, and a gift card.  In addition, a second gift card was also donated by a 

local church. 

Principal Lewis asked if the SSN could help a family get glasses. Please contact Cari 

Santiago if there is a need for student materials.  

 

Committee Introduction/Overview 

      Reading Incentive/Bookmark: Amanda McNeeley shared that 240 students 

turned in a December bookmark.  About 200 students have turned in bookmarks each 

month. 

The Birthday board remains a huge hit with students. 

     Family Events:  Kelly B. shared that the primary dance sold 80 student tickets at $7 

a piece.  The event brought in $688 in food/concessions and $560 in tickets.  Both 

dances made a profit. 

The committee is looking into an outdoor springtime event with a carnival theme. This 

event will need volunteers and idea input!  Please consider volunteering for this event. 

     Student Appreciation:  Jessica A. shared that they are looking into a school wide 

assembly relating to STEM for April. The committee is looking into the Steel Drum Band 

for mid-winter. 

The committee is working on a small gift for students for Valentine’s Day (bracelet and 

erasers). 

     Spiritwear:  Katie Kowal shared that spirit wear was opened back up.  Sale ends on 

the 23rd of January.  The PTA will purchase whatever amount of hats is needed to meet 

the minimum requirement to place the order, with plans to sell those at a later time.    

     Teacher/staff appreciation:  The Committee shared that the Kindness Cart has 

been a huge success and plans to change the theme of the cart monthly. 

They are working to do something for Valentine’s Day  

Teacher appreciation week will be coming up. The plan is to do something daily for staff 

and end with an El Salto luncheon. 

The winter break luncheon was a hit and there were lots of contributors both with food 

donations and cash donations.  



     Advocacy: No planned advocacy.  A question from Katie K. was in reference to 

potential trauma-based mindfulness support for both staff and students. Last year, the 

teachers participated in a book study. She is going to look into a possible program to 

submit to administration and guidance. 

     Yearbook- Katie Adams shared the yearbook sale is live on Walsworth’s site. 

Current winter special price is $20 and after March 1st will increase to $25 (add service 

fee and tax).  The PTA is gifting the 5th grade students a yearbook so 5th grade parents 

do not need to purchase one. 

     Fundraising:  Katie N. shared that class parties from the change challenge are 

underway.  There is a $50 budget for the parties. PTA is encouraging teachers who 

earned the parties to plan them before June. So far a 5th grade class earned extra recess 
(playground equipment and snack) and a 2nd grade class earned a movie afternoon 

(movie, pencil, snack and stickers). 

It’s never too early to think about planning for next year and future funds. In the fall, the 

PTA will be holding an afternoon at Beachmont Corn Maze. If you have any ideas or see 

a potential fundraising opportunity please speak up and let the PTA know. 

Hershey Park tickets will go live for sale on February 1st through March 21st. They are 

$50 with two different ticket options. There will be no physical tickets. All tickets will be 
emailed to the buyer directly.  

 

Unfinished Business/President’s Report:  The STEAM committee is holding an 

event on March 14th. The PTA will be providing pizza and fruit pie for sale, in addition 

to drinks. 

Jen Keiber sent an email to 5th grade parents who are interested in planning activities 

for the graduating 5th grade class. We are looking to form a committee to oversee and 
plan activities such as a yearbook signing party, t-shirts, panoramic photos, and a 

possible field trip.  Please reach out if you are interested in participating in this 

committee. 

 

New Business: PTA Board elections will occur for the upcoming year. We will have 

one solid opening for the fall term. Elections occur at the last general meeting of the 

school year (May 2023).   

A nominating committee will be named by the board to assist with PTA Board Elections.  

Anyone not interested in being an officer should consider volunteering for this role. 

Nominees will be named at least ten days before the final meeting.  

A Parent Social Event is in the works for a possible date of February 23rd.  Looking to 

have a get together so parents, caregivers, staff, can meet one another and socialize.   



 

Open Discussion: 

Thank you again to our awesome teachers. Katie Norton shared a special thank you to 

Mrs. Benz for sharing a book with her son which in turn led to visiting the site on a 
winter break road trip. 

Another “shout out” was given to Mr. Pugh for teaching the children sign language. 

 

Meeting Adjourned – 7:09 pm meeting adjourned.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Katie Adams 
Recording Secretary 


